
 

 

PRAYER WORKS: A ministry of prayer and care 

Prayer Works is a weekly publication highlighting prayer requests of the Philadelphia congregation.  Updates may be 
made via the Prayer Board in the narthex or by e-mail at philadelphialuth@charter.net  Prayers will remain on list four 

weeks unless updated.  Please get permission before sharing someone else’s prayer concern ( 7-19-20) 

HOMEBOUND / NURSING CARE 

Huitt & Flora Jean Keener………………………………………….Home  

Susan Laney……………………………….…………………At son’s home  

FOR THE RECORD 
JULY 19, 2020 

 

Worship  18+2in Cars 
General Fund Offering 2005.00 
Building Fund 30.00 
Bound Conscience  25.00 
Other Contributions 285.00 
Total Contributions $2345.00 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --  

Pastor                    Rev. Diane W. Cline 
                                828) 446-3392 
                               (828) 212-1406 
Music Director      Ken Eidenmiller 
Organist                Judy Parker 
Secretary             Joanne Crunkleton 
E-mail:    philadelphialuth@charter.net 
WEB:      www.lifewithphiladelphia.com 

 ACUTE /CHRONIC ILLNESS 

Steve Scholz……………………..……….………Hospice Care at Home 

Kim Sherrill…..Max & Joan Sherrill’s  
                                                     Daughter-in-Law….Cancer 

BIRTHS AND DEATHS 
George McGee…..Church Triumphant  7-9-2020 

     James McGee’s Brother and Diane, Sharon, and Roger   
      McGee’s Uncle 

 
Bob Sigmon…..Johnny & Lou Perry’s Nephew 

     Church Triumphant 7-13-2020 

 
Reece Harper McCarraher…..Born on 7/11/2020.   

Congratulations to her parents, Cody & Kristin McCarraher 
& grandparents, Eddie & Beverly Sipes 
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Philadelphia Lutheran 

Church 

“Church of Brotherly Love” 

July 26, 2020 

 

52 Pinewood Road 
Granite Falls, NC 28630 

The Reverend Diane W. Cline 
                                   

Ken Eidenmiller, Music Director                            Judy Parker, Organist 

We welcome you to our service today!  May God richly bless you as you worship 
here.  If you are visiting for the first time this morning, we ask that you please sign 
the guest register found in the front entrance of the church. 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. 
In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a 
tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treas-
ured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, 
the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!  



 

 

*(Denotes when congregation stands.) 
(Bold italicized print denotes when congregation speaks.) 

WELCOME 
Holy Spirit Living Breath of God 
 
Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, 
Breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Let the presence of the risen Lord come renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause Your word to come alive in me; 
Give me faith for what I cannot see, 
Give me passion for Your purity;  
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 
Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made, 
Show Your power once again on earth, 
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways. 
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; 
Lead us on the road of sacrifice, 
That in unity the face of Christ may be clear for all the world to see. 
 

Turn Your Eyes 
 

               Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace.    Repeat 
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The altar flowers are given 
to the glory of God and  

in honor of  
Kathy Fox’s birthday  

by  
Mike Fox 

The sanctuary lamp is given to the glory of 
God and  

in memory of  
George & Rebecca Smith 

by  
Revonda Heavner 



 

 

*BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus.  God, the creator,   Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the  
comforter,  bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
*Let There Be Peace On Earth 
 
Let there be peace on earth  
And let it begin with me; 
Let there be peace on earth,  
the peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father, Brothers all are we 
Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony. 
 
Let peace begin with me, 
Let this be the moment now. 
With ev’ry step I take, 
Let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally 
Let there be peace on earth  
And let it begin with me. 
 

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  
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Pastor: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who forgives our sins, whose mercy  
endures forever. Amen  
Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism    
and confess our sins. 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 

              God of mercy,          
   we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another and against       
              the earth entrusted to our care.  We are worried and distracted by many things, and  
              we fail to love you above all else.  We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away   
               from our neighbors in need.  Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: And now may the peace of Christ be with you always.    

People: And also with you. 

*Jesus Loves Me 
 
Jesus loves me, this I know 
For the Bible tells me so 
Little ones to Him belong 
They are weak but He is strong 
 
Yes, Jesus loves me 
Yes, Jesus loves me 
Yes, Jesus loves me 
The Bible tells me so. 

Pastor:  Let us pray together……. 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you 
bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, 
that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

(The congregation may be seated.) 



 

 

                   
 
 
 
                
              FIRST READING:                                                         Psalm 19:  7-13 
 
               A reading from the 19th chapter of Psalms 
 
               

 

 7The law of the LORD is perfect, 
 reviving the soul; 
 the decrees of the LORD are sure, 
 making wise the simple; 
 8the precepts of the LORD are right, 
 rejoicing the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is clear, 
 enlightening the eyes; 
 9the fear of the LORD is pure, 
 enduring forever; 
 the ordinances of the LORD are true 
 and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, 
 even much fine gold; 
 sweeter also than honey, 
 and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 11Moreover by them is your servant warned; 
 in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12But who can detect their errors? 
 Clear me from hidden faults. 
 13Keep back your servant also from the insolent; 
 do not let them have dominion over me. 
 Then I shall be blameless, 
 and innocent of great transgression.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
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Offering Prayer       
Let us pray….. 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our 
song.  Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER  
 

Our father in heaven,  hallowed be your name,   
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, forgive us our sins,  as we forgive those who sin 
against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the pow’r and the glory are yours, now and forever. 



 

 

OFFERING       
OFFERTORY       
 

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this con-
gregation ask boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of be-
ing your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your peo-
ple in all times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with 
all your saints in light. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:   In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer 
these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

(Continued on next page…..) 
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*A READING FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURE                                                       ACTS 15:  1-21 
 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 1Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, 
"Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be 
saved." 2And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with 
them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jeru-
salem to discuss this question with the apostles and the elders. 3So they were sent 
on their way by the church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia and Samar-
ia, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the be-
lievers. 4When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the 
apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. 5But 
some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, "It is 
necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses." 
6The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. 7After there had 
been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "My brothers, you know that 
in the early days God made a choice among you, that I should be the one through 
whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believ-
ers. 8And God, who knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them the 
Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; 9and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made 
no distinction between them and us. 10Now therefore why are you putting God to 
the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor 
we have been able to bear? 11On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will." 
12The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of 
all the signs and wonders that God had done through them among the Gen-
tiles. 13After they finished speaking, James replied, "My brothers, listen to 
me. 14Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gentiles, to take 
from among them a people for his name. 15This agrees with the words of the proph-
ets, as it is written, 
 16'After this I will return, 
 and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; 
 from its ruins I will rebuild it, and I will set it up, 
 

(Continued on next page…..) 



 

 

THE MESSAGE                                                                                            REV. DIANE W. CLINE 

Pastor:  And now as we respond to God’s Word, we confess our faith through the 

words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 17so that all other peoples may seek the Lord — 
 even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called.  Thus says the Lord, who 
has been making these things 18known from long ago.' 
19Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not trouble those Gentiles 
who are turning to God, 20but we should write to them to abstain only from things 
polluted by idols and from fornication and from whatever has been strangled and 
from blood. 21For in every city, for generations past, Moses has had those who pro-
claim him, for he has been read aloud every sabbath in the synagogues."  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.                                                            (The congregation my be seated.) 

*On Eagle’s Wings  

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in this shadow for life, 
Say to the Lord:  “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!” 
 
Refrain:  And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,  
Make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand. 
  
For to the angels God’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways;  upon their 
hands they will bear you up, lest  you dash your foot against a stone. 
Refrain 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
               and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
              He descended into hell. 

(Continued on next page…..) 
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                On the third day he rose again. 
              He ascended into heaven, 
               and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.    Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Assisting Minister:  Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

(A brief silence…..we kneel or sit.) 

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a 
woman baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet 
common ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our under-
standing and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. 
Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and healing caretakers of our home. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into 
the welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust 
with each other and walk in the way of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your 
will. Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge 
to the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

(Continued on next page…..) 


